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decades such company over a pipe! we shall see what he will grow to.
Mrs. Carlyle also gives a characteristic portrait:
Three of the autographs which I send you to-day are first-rate. A Yankee would almost give a dollar apiece for them. Entire characteristic letters from Pickwick, Lytton Bulwer and Alfred Tennyson; the last the greatest genius of the three, though the vulgar public have not as yet recognized him as such. Get his poems if you can, and read the " Ulysses," " Dora,'" the "Vision of Sin," and you will find that we do not overrate him. Besides, he is a very handsome man, and a noble-hearted one, with something of the gypsy in his appearance, which for me is perfectly charming. Babbie never saw him, unfortunately,, or perhaps I should say fortunately, for she must have fallen in love with him on the spot, unless she be made absolutely of ice; and then men of genius have never anything to keep wives upon.
Carlyle did not, I believe, become intimate with my father until after 1842," being naturally prejudiced against one whom everyone was praising, and praising for a sort of poetry which he despised. But directly he saw and heard the Man, he knew there was a man to deal with and took pains to cultivate him; assiduous in exhorting him to leave Verse and Rhyme, and to apply his genius to Prose1." Indeed he told him then that he was "a life-guardsman spoilt by making poetry."
When the 1842 volumes were published the literary world in London accepted them at once, and Milnes2 and Sterling led the chorus of favourable reviews.
My father's comprehension of human life had grown: and the new poems dealt with an extraordinarily wide range of subjects, chivalry, duty, reverence, self-control, human passion, human love, the love of country, science,
1  MS Note, Edward Fitzgerald.
2  Westminster Review, October, 1842.